
Modernizing 
the Bottle Bill

The Problem
The five cent refundable deposit on carbonated 
beverage containers and bottled water has 
proven to be an effective incentive for recycling, 
preventing millions of containers from ending 
up in streets, oceans and landfills each year. 
With roughly 1,065 miles of total costal shoreline 
in Connecticut, the Bottle Bill plays a critical role 
in keeping these materials out of Long Island 
Sound, lakes, and rivers. 

Unfortunately, the handling fee for containers 
has not kept pace with the expense of recycling 
them, and redemption centers continue to 
close their doors across the state as a result.

A Comprehensive Solution
CT’s Bottle Bill urgently needs to be modernized 
with upgrades to our state’s recycling 
infrastructure, expanding the program to 
include more containers, and addressing 
concerns about cross-border fraud and other 
challenges. Connecticut needs to adopt a more 
modern, stewardship-style approach, such as 
what is currently in place in Oregon, Maine, or 
British Columbia. This would  create a more 
centralized container recycling system, where 
every actor in the system is overseen by a central 
system operator, increasing efficiency and 
accountability while improving the customer 
experience and public access to convenient 
collection points. 

Such a transition would require a portion 
of unclaimed deposits to be earmarked for 
administering the program. Redemption 
centers and other authorized collectors must 
also be paid a fair-market price for each 
container collected. Adding more materials 
to the deposit system without raising the 
handling fee or investing in infrastructure will 
make it more difficult on grocery stores and 
redemption centers who already struggle to 
cover overhead costs.

Increasing the deposit value to 10-cents 
and the redemption rate to 75% could 
deliver an additional $5.4 million in 
unredeemed deposits from additional 
non-carbonated beverages.

Expanding the Bottle Bill to non-
carbonated beverages (such as juices, 
teas, sports drinks, etc.) could add an 
additional 193 million containers to the 
program each year.

Currently, beverage containers account 
for 40% of litter. Deposit systems are a 
proven, effective solution that have the 
potential to reduce beverage container 
litter by up to 84%.
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How Does It Work?

Contact Us
Connecticut League of Conservation Voters Education Fund      
553 Farmington Ave, Suite 201      (860) 236-5442
Hartford, CT 06105        ctlcv@ctlcv.org
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Bottle Deposit
Each retailer in Connecticut pays a 
beverage distributor a 5-cent deposit on 
each carbonated beverage container and 
water bottle they purchase. Consumers 
then pay this deposit for each beverage 
container they purchase. The consumer 
can return the empty containers to the 
retailer or a redemption center to redeem 
their deposit. The distributor reimburses 
the retailer or redemption center 5 cents for 
each beverage container.

Handling Fee
In addition to the deposit, retailers and 
redemption centers also receive a handling 
fee of 1.5 cents per beer container and 2 
cents per beverage container. This fee is 
paid by the beverage distributor and baked 
into the original cost of the beverage. In 
light of the diverted escheats, the handling 
fee is essential for redemption centers and 
retailers to cover their overhead cost to keep 
the system running.

Is Curbside Good Enough?
Curbside is NOT a compatible solution with 
all beverage containers! Glass containers are 
especially problematic for recycling facilities. 
The Bottle Bill is currently the ONLY effective 
program for recycling glass containers and 
preserves the quality of plastics.

More Information
To learn more about the Bottle Bill, contact:

Louis Burch, CT Program Director
Citizens Campaign for the Environment
lburch@citizenscampaign.org, 203-821-7050
CitizensCampaign.org

Did You Know?
The Bottle Bill creates 1,272 jobs 
throughout the state & adds about 
$92 million annually to the local 
economy.

The Bottle Bill has generated more 
than $133 million in revenue for 
Connecticut over the past ten years 
from unclaimed deposits.


