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NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

Habitat loss and climate change are two of the most pervasive and detrimental threats to biodiver-
sity globally. Many of these declines have been attributed to land conversion and other human-in-
duced changes adversely affecting habitats and healthy ecosystems that protect our communities
from the impacts of climate change. These crises have collided, are interdependent, and must be
tackled simultaneously.

PROTECTING NATURE IS CRITICAL TO ENSURING A RESILIENT CONNECTICUT

Nature-based solutions (NBS) utilize the state's ecosystems to naturally sequester and store
carbon, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase biodiversity, and protect against climate
change impacts. One common example is urban tree planting, which provides cooling and other
environmental benefits.

PROGRESS MADE IN 2025

During the 2025 legislative session, Connecticut enacted several laws that elevate and prioritize
nature-based solutions. These victories reflect sustained advocacy and bipartisan support for strat-
egies that protect ecosystems, support climate goals, and strengthen community resilience.

Public Act No. 25-33 — Senate Bill 9

An Act Concerning the Environment, Climate and Sustainable Municipal and State Planning,
and the Use of Neonicotinoids and Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides

This comprehensive environmental bill equips Connecticut with tools to plan for climate impacts
and protect ecosystems. Key provisions include strengthening climate resilience planning for gov-
ernment entities; flood insurance transparency; restrictions on harmful pesticides; and embedding
elements of nature-based solutions including integrating climate resilience with public planning,
risk communication, and ecosystem protection.

Public Act No. 25-125 — House Bill 5004

An Act Concerning the Protection of the Environment and the Development of Renewable
Energy Sources and Associated Job Sectors

This broad environmental and energy bill strengthens Connecticut’s climate goals and supports
a transition to a clean energy economy. Section 12 requires DEEP to conduct an evaluation due
by July 1, 2026 of how state agency programs integrate and advance nature-based solutions (like
forests, wetlands, and soil carbon sequestration) as part of the state’'s comprehensive climate
action strategy. In addition, Section 2 establishes a “net zero policy” for Connecticut that requires
reporting in the greenhouse gas inventory on the value of forests and other natural systems to
seqguestering and storing carbon.

. . . MORE INFORMATION
Also passed in 2025 was Special Act No. 25-12 — House Bill 7174,
Amy Blaymore Paterson

An Act Concerning Riparian Areas. More information about this CT Land Conservation Council
bill, Riparian Buffers, and future action steps can be found in the abpaterson@ctconservation.org
Riparian Buffers Briefing Paper online.
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