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IMPROVING PESTICIDE USE TRANSPARENCY

PESTICIDE TRACKING IN CONNECTICUT IS OUTDATED

Currently, licensed pesticide applicators upload copies of 
hand-written paperwork. 
There is no searchable database. 
This leaves state agencies, researchers and the public 
without the ability to find usable data on pesticide usage — 
or to easily identify patterns of misuse or noncompliance. 

PESTICIDES IN CONNECTICT RIVERS

•	 USGS testing shows pesticides in Connecticut groundwater.
•	 56% of Connecticut rivers contain pesticides at levels toxic to 

aquatic life (USGS). 
•	 CT DEEP surveys show a 75% decline in mayflies in the 

Norwalk River since 1989.

PESTICIDE COATED SEEDS ARE NOT TRACKED

A federal loophole exempts pesticides used as seed coatings 
from being classified as pesticides. Therefore no tracking of 
sales or monitoring of use occurs at all for this source of pes-
ticides in the environment. A growing body of research from 
Cornell and the University of Vermont shows consistently that 
certain uses of treated seed do not increase crop yields but may 
be leaching into our environment.

BENEFITS FROM SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT

The Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality, a state 
advisory board, found in a 2025 report that there are major de-
ficiencies in the way Connecticut collects and reports pesticide 
use data.
Modernizing the system will: 
•	 Improve data quality for agricultural and environmental 

decision-making. 
•	 Align with CT DEEP’s 20BY26 governmental efficiency initia-

tive.
•	 Improve DEEP’s ability to monitor use and investigate 

potential violations of state laws and regulations.
•	 Help researchers detect emerging contamination trends.
•	 Build public trust. 

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

Establish a Searchable 
Database of Pesticide Sales 
and Use
Require CT DEEP to modernize 
its eLicense system or create a 
new online pesticide reporting 
platform through which both 
licensed applicators and 
pesticide sellers would upload 
information directly. Design 
the database to retain, report, 
summarize, and evaluate the  
information. Make data acces-
sible to the public and search-
able by EPA product registra-
tion number, pesticide product 
name, active ingredient, date 
of sale or application, place of 
sale or application, and crop or 
variety of seed treated. Applica-
tors and sellers would upload 
the same information they are 
currently required to keep. 

Begin to Track Treated Seed 
Sales
Collect information about pesti-
cide-coated seed sales and distri-
bution in Connecticut. Scientists 
and state agencies need data 
on treated seed sales and use to 
guide future policy that balances 
benefits to farmers against the 
environmental and human 
health harms these pesticides 
potentially cause.
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