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RIPARIAN BUFFERS

WILD EDGES = HEALTHY WATERS

Vegetated riparian buffers — naturally vegetated areas along 
streams, rivers, lakes, and wetlands — are among Connecticut’s 
most cost-effective tools for protecting water quality, reducing 
flooding, and building climate resilience. Upstream actions flow 
downstream, impacting drinking water, infrastructure, and the 
Long Island Sound.
Across the state, these “wild edges” have been replaced by 
lawns, pavement, and hardened shorelines. This accelerates 
stormwater runoff, carrying excess sediments, nutrients, and 
bacteria into waterways. Over time, these cumulative impacts 
drive erosion, flooding, warming waters, harmful algal blooms, 
and costly damage to roads, bridges, and property.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Explicit protection for vegetation along our waterways is 
essential to climate adaptation, biodiversity, and fiscal stability 
for towns across Connecticut.
•	 Connecticut’s protections for vegetation along our 

waterways are the weakest in New England.
•	 Vegetated buffers are the most effective tools to reduce 

flooding, filter pollutants, and stabilize streambanks.         
Protections must apply to all waterways - Lakes, ponds, etc. 
Not just rivers and streams.

•	 Development pressure and impervious surfaces are increas-
ing harmful algal blooms and degrading drinking water 
supplies.

•	 Local commissions lack explicit tools to protect these areas 
and also lack support from DEEP to adequately protect 
wetlands and watercourses overall.

MAKING PROGRESS IN CONNECTICUT 

In the 2025 session, the legislature established a formal working 
group to examine vegetated buffer protections and related 
gaps in state law and regulation. Convened pursuant to Special 
Act 15-12, the working group brought together state agencies, 
local commission representatives, conservation organizations, 
and other stakeholders to evaluate existing practices and 
develop recommendations.
The working group will submit a report to the legislature that 
highlights the need for explicit protection of vegetation along 
our waterways and an increase in DEEP capacity to support 
local Inland Wetlands and Watercourses (IWW) Commissions.

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS
Give Local Land Use Commis-
sions Explicit Tools to Protect 
Vegetated Buffers: Adopt clear, 
science‑based protections to 
keep streambanks and shore-
lines vegetated in order to slow 
runoff, trap sediments, and 
protect downstream waters. This 
must include lakes and ponds, 
not just rivers and streams.
Reverse the Burden of Proof: 
Place the responsibility on 
applicants, not local commis-
sions, to prove that proposed 
activities near streams, rivers, 
and lakes will not impair our 
waters. Protections for vegetated 
buffers cannot happen without 
reversing a decades-old court 
decision that undermined Con-
necticut’s IWW Act.
Support Restoration and In-
centives: Pair protections with 
incentives, cost‑share programs, 
and technical assistance to help 
landowners replace lawns with 
native and native‑like vegetation.
Increase Capacity for DEEP’s 
IWW Program: Prioritize and 
fund DEEP’s Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Program 
to ensure it has the staff and 
capacity needed to support 
local commissions to advance 
vegetated buffer protections and 
to fully protect our waters.
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Alicea Charamut 
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