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CLIMATE SUPERFUND IN CONNECTICUT

A CLIMATE SUPERFUND MAKES POLLUTERS PAY
A Climate Superfund bill would require major fossil fuel LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL
companies to assist in paying for some climate related The Connecticut Climate Change
damages and adaptation measures. It would ensure that Superfund Act is modeled after
companies responsible for significant greenhouse gas federal Superfund law and a
emissions contribute to mitigating the climate damage they proposal passed in New York
helped create. Importantly, funds would be prioritized for and Vermont. The bill would
projects that benefit communities hit hardest by fossil fuel establish a program to collect
pollution and climate change. funds from the biggest polluting
companies to help the state pay
TAXPAYERS PAY FOR CLIMATE DAMAGES for climate-related damages and
adaptation measures. Impor-
Extreme rain in 2023 caused $21 million in losses for the CT tantly, funds will be prioritized
agriculture industry. 1 for projects that benefit com-
Seawall construction will cost Connecticut $5.3 billion for munities hit hardest by fossil fuel
394 miles of barrier needed by 2040. » pollution and climate change.

The 2024 wildfire in Berlin, CT cost the state over $1 million. z

Extreme flooding in 2024 created an estimated $91 million
in damages to Southbury, CT. 4

Droughts increase healthcare costs from sinus infections,
walking pneumonia, and e. coli sepsis, which are all linked
to “drought concentrating bacteria and viruses” in local
drinking water supplies.

Just as the tobacco industry, which has strong roots in CT, was

made to pay for harms they knew their products would cause,

so too should climate polluters help citizens with the immense
costs accrued from fossil fuel combustion.

CLIMATE SUPERFUND PAYS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

Funds could alleviate taxpayer burdens by funding:

Repairs to roads, bridges, and other infrastructure damaged
by extreme weather events.

Building sea walls, restoring wetlands, and similar climate
resiliency projects.

Upgrading stormwater management systems to prevent

. . . 1. CT Department of Agriculture
flooding in vulnerable neighborhoods. P °

2. Center for Climate Integrity
3.CT DEEP
4. Southbury, CT

Investing in upgrades for low-income housing or schools to
better withstand heatwaves and other extreme weather.

Measures, such as home hardening, to protect people in
at-risk areas from wildfires. Julianna Larue, Sierra Club CT

julianna.larue@sierraclub.org
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